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TAKE
NOTE

1994-95
Valedictiorian
Congratulations to De-
vika William, who wasg]
chosen by her fellow-
graduates to be the val-
edictorian for the 1995

graduation class.

Retirees

Since our last issue,
Bob Pengelley (Vice-
Principal) and Bozana
Saler (Math) have re-
tired. Joining them in
June (though now at
olher schools) will be
Hugh Beattie (Math),
Steve Duff (Music),
Bev Sturgis (Phys Ed),
and Barry Truscott
{(Vice-Principal). Best
wishes lo all in their
new ‘careers’.

Congratulations
Melissa Thomson, an
alumna from the '80s,
i5 the new “Belle” in
the production of Beau-
by and Lhe Beast al the
Princess of Wales Thea-
tre. Henry Gomez, dra-
ma teacher in the late
1980s, is the new chair
of Toronle’s annual
Caribana festival. And
Cathy (Eull} Halstead
{on Thomson's staff
since the 1970s) has
had her composilion
chosen as Scarbo-
rough's official Bicen-
tennial Song!

VOLUME 2 AT LAST

Cur school molto (above) seems an appro-
priate commenlt for the labour pains in-
volved in reaching Volume 2 of Thomson's
Alumni Newsletter. School budget cutbacks
forced us to fund our own first mailing from
early contributions, meaning we senl oul
newsletters by installments as funds arrived.

Hence the delay in producing our second
volume,

Your response to Volume 1, when it did ar-
rive, was gratifying. We had many valuable
suggestions, including a request for shorler
but more numerous profiles (see pages 2-4);
a huge collection of "happy memories”,
which we will work into future editions;
and even a few volunteers!

Qur planning meeling at the end of Febru-
ary was plagued with one of the winter's
many snowfalls, but five stalwarls braved
the elements to outline this next step, Bob
Doi (1978), Tim Luet (1980), and Bob
McBride (1981) volunteered to serve as year
reps, in addition to Carol (Kruzic) Archer
(1963), Bill and Judy (Stanbury) Smith
(1971}, and Carol Martin (1984), who were
unable to attend. That leaves just 31 more
years of class reps to recruit! The task would
involve keeping as up-to-dale an address list
as possible (with our help) of Alumni from
your vear, and finding fellow grads to orga-
nize any reunion aclivities desired by your
conlemporaries.

Also at the meeling was Bryan Lake, who
doubles as a grad (1962) and present stalf
member. As treasurer, he has been handling
vour membership contributions. Finally,
Stan Farrow has been acting as liaison and
chief editor of this newsletter.

One major decision at the meeling was o
charge an annual fee of $10.00 to cover the
“school year”, with newsletters in the fall
and spring. You will see an application form
enclosed. This spring newsletter will be sent
only to those who responded to the first,
plus new names suggested by respondents;
but if response is sufficient, we will Iry a
larger mailing in the fall. Other activities
will follow as we become established,

WITH A NEW NAME

The “judges” at our February meeling exam-
ined the suggestions you sent in, to name our
newsletter. Despite a couple of nostalgic refer-
ences to earlier publications: “The Leaflet” and
“The Tribune”, we opted for something not as-
sociated with any particular years: “Thomson
Tradewinds”, with its aura of spreading news
and trading information. Thanks and congral-
ulations to Irene Polidoulis (1978) for her
imaginative submission. Dr. Irene is now in
the tenth year of her family medical practice in
the Pape-Danforth area. Her husband, Jim, is a
pharmacist she met on the job. They have two
children, Philip (4 1/2) and Contessa (3).

INTERNET

Thomson is now on the Internet, and, thanks
to Resource Centre chief Mark Kaminski, we
have set up an Alumni Page within Thom-
son’s page within the Scarborough Board's
page! So far, our newsletter is the major item
featured there, bul we would like to consider
more imaginative uses of this technology. As
with all our efforts, it requires the time and ex-
pertise of grads whe would like to make that
their Alumni activity. Let us know if the pros-
pect interests you; but meanwhile, access us
al: http:/ /www.interlog.com/ -sca rboro/
thomson/ farhom.html. Farhan Talukder, a
grade eleven student at Thomson, is responsi
ble for the page design.

IN MEMORIAM

Thomson's first Head of Music, and writer of

the school song, Dick Jolliffe, died in late
1995 at 82, following a series of small strokes,
Last May, Peggy Larkin-Brown, Thomson's
first Dramatic Arts teacher (and wife of Andy
Brown, a former Thomson V.P.), succumbed
to a massive stroke at the age of 50. Colin
Kressler, a student in the 1970s, who didn't let
his diabetis-induced blindness keep him away
from our 1994 Rewnion, died last year also.
And Thomson is still mourning the violenl
death of 16-year-old Ishmael Spence at the
Kennedy Subway Station in January,
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Alumni Profiles

I they wssie, we are sporfighting some of Thomson's grads o television and radio, Can vow add (o onr [ist? Let us ko,

Linda MacLennan graduated from
Thomson in 1974 determined to
become a newspaper reporter.
Stimulating grade 12 and 13 Eng-
lish classes Laught by Bob Gentile
h-ﬂd nuur:.ﬁiwd Llrl.-d.]'_'b 11“11 |.'r‘|'
writing. After her first year at
Carleton University, she spont a
year attending (sometimes!) uni-
versity in Avignon, France, before
completing her Bachelor of Jour-
nalism back in Ottawa. A week-
long apprenticeship at CJOH-TV
in her final vear led to a summer
job there, and then siv years full-time, reporting, anchoring, and
jrri rdu"m;'_ News Progeams,

When <he co-hosted the French portion of a broadcasting
awards evemng (thank vou Resemary Ludvigsen, Eleanor lan-
nacei . and Bob Williams for those valuable Froneh classes!), CTV
ericutivies took note and offered her the position of news anchiy
and later co-host of “Canada A.M " During the next three years
I covered mter alia elections, hostage takings, tornados, Expo
“so,and the Royal Wedding, interviewing such eelebrities as Jan-
vl fackson, Wayne Greteky, and Margaret Thatcher (one-on-one
at 1 Driveming !y

In |987 <he wae recruited by WBBM-TV, the CBS outlet in Chi-
cdpe, where she now ao-anchors the 4:30, 5:00, and 10:00 p.m,
nhwscasts. Over nine years she has interviewed
the likes of Tony Bennett and Hillary Rodham
Clhinton, while winning several local Emmys, in-
cluding Crutstanding Individual Achievement in
1l Despite work hours which discourage so-
cial Tite, she met her husband, David Rammelt,
on a blind date four years ago. They have two
sons, Taylor (2 years) and Carson (1 year), who
share their mother's dual citirenship,

After four years at Thomson, Lau-
rie Brown decided to complete
her grade 13 in half a year at
L' Amoreaux C.L {just in time for
the 1975 teachers' strike!) She had
been active in schouol assemblies,
especially as a member of the fulk
club, and had already participated
in the Ontario Youth Theatre. No
surprise, then, that she went into
theatre full-ime, acting and sing-
ing on stage (notably Hart Howse)
and later in film and on T.V.

In 1980 she jpined CITY-TV in
Toranto as a film editor, In 1985 she was music journalist and co-
host of "The New Music®, CITY's hour-long music magazine;
and in 1987 she became the program’s associate producer, while
also working as a V] for the affiliated station, MUCHMUSIC,
heoting o number of music specials,

In 14940 she was hired by CBC's “The Jour-
nal”, and continues to act as that flagship pro-
Erains arts tL'FF{‘HPL'I:I'IdL'n[_ Im 19493 she won the
Canadian Conference on the Arts Award for
Excellence in Arts Journalism, and in 1994 her
buwk aboutl music television, “Success Without

Collige”, was published by Penguin. She is
married wilth adaughter, 7, and a son, 3,

Tom Hayes (1980), during his
third vear at U, of T. (Arts),
\'ﬁ'dl’ldl&']‘t‘d inta the studios of
Scarborough Cable T.V. and de-
cided this was how he wanted
i spend his life. He made plans
to switch to a Radio-T. V. course
at Centennial College, and had
just received his acceptance
whun Scarborough offered him
a paying jub doing a daily news
and sports show, He stayed al
U. of T. and got his T.V. “cduca-
tion™ live! A slint as tape librari-
an and later woeek-end sports
anchor al Barme's CEVR led in
1988 to Toronto's CFTO, where, as a reporter, Tom has “covered
everything” from Prime Ministers to champion Blue lays, in-
cluding the Montreal massacre and the Bernacdo trial

r“ﬂ'l"- memiories 1'IFTi1HnI Y conbre on so-
cial activities. He wonders if his initiatives
i erganizing Battle of the Bands programs
signalled a future in the entertainment in-
dustry. And he still keeps meeting fellow
members of his Senior and Junior (he still
has his jacket!) football championship teams. |8
Hu 15 now married and has two daughters, 5 Q. 1 =4
and- 3, with whom he can reminisce. o

Jennifer Peck (1988), besides
singing ("A Bushel and a Peck”)
in the chorus of Guys and Dolls
at Thomson, was a cheerleader
fur three years (becoming cap-
Lain in her final vear), and an
aprobics instructor during luneh
pericds. By graduation she was
alsw in the midst of a three-vear
term as a Toronto Sun Argo
cheerleader, rising by assistant
caplain before graduation from
the team, and from the Radio
and Television Broadcasting
course at Centennial College,
WVolunieer work at MUCHRMLUIS-
IT provided instant experience
and was followed by the duties of Peoduction Assistant with
"CTV Lifetime”, “Cash Car” driver and BIVE-3Way announcer
with KEY 5490 radio, and Video Graphies Operator for CITY and
MUCHMUSIC,

"Discovery’ while she was singing at a CITY staff party in 1992
led tw her present celebrity as an
on=ar star at the station, APPraring
on_ “Breakfast Television”, on
"CITY-Pulse at Noon"”, as “Live
Eye” host, and in other wild and
-:t".u:u.' activitivs. She also coaches
the CITY hockey team, sings with
the band, “Bedside Manner”, and
has performed as a singer and with
L‘{'H“.L'd}' il'l'lprl.'l" Hruupﬁ al Varieus
Toronto clubs, In her spare ime (1)
she enjoys writing, singimg, and re-
cording her own music,







