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FROM THE EDITOR

The Thomson Alumni Association
continues on its vather informal way
with a third newsletter for youredi fi-
eatinn. Theoks to David SHaw 1045
( David Shaw and As=ocinles Lid: = (416)
457-2019), ibtow has o niw-masthead
ta gosvith the new name. In this issue
we've mathered together four mord pro-
files, mostly inresponsc to your suiis-
tions. We havealso found rooin to nien-
tion a few Thomson couples who sent
in replies to our request last issue, There
are'two “Grad-Ads"; one’firom Iris
Brown, who hastraded hoer mathemat-
ies chalk boand fora réaliy tl'jp-]mun.i,
and one from Wayne Cooper, who is
still looking for Jenny- Surrey. Andd fi-
nally, wehave a few newsifems to keep
you abreast of developmentsal the uld
school: As always, we invile vou lo of-
fer suggestions for materdal and to send
along Yads” ornews for futire editions.

The volunteers who attended our plan-
ning session in December wondered if]
endu gh Alumni wr-uid beinterestod fo
organize a social activity this summer.
Three suggestions o consider arc a
1ruxnd golf tournament (2-ball foursone,

e 1111 1f1nr‘r Alcni M Thomenn
I a rk’*} oraboat cruise (Ross McGowan
-1975-did send along an invitation, coni-
pEL,he with PI'HJH‘* to hold our noxt -
union on his charter boat in the Gulf Is-
lands, B.C5, but perhaps that is too far
away for most?): You will find a ballol
on: the back page inviting your re:
sponse: Please mail or faxyour response
{photocopy, if you wish) ta Thomson

Alumni at the address below, by April
15, so that we can plan accordingly.

Finally, there was =ome feeling that
readers might not be fully aware that

LhLAiumm isanindependent self-fund-|
ing nrg"mlzatlﬂn, trying to get byt wwith
volunteer assistance; We are not funded
by the schoal or the Board: The cost o
mailings is handled by your nicmber-
ship fees: (Have vou sent yours in? )

A report to Alwinni from Susan Rowan, Principal

You've scen the now m-banx ad,
“The times they are a-changin™
Well, at Thomson C. 1. things in-
deed e changing?

The infamous Room 112 has a new
tace lift. It has been transformed
into a performing arts room with
the Hered seats (minus four rows
at the bottom) forming an “audi-
ence” area, and a large dange/
drama floor al the front. 10 will be
used for high-tech multi-media
presentations, drama events, and
dance programs, This is all possi-
ble because of a Bank of Montreal
parinership that was the stimulus
for these changes. This partnership
included some seed money that
was matched (and then some!) by
the Scarborough Board of Educa-
lion.

Cybertech  al
Thomsonis also on
its way. We will
soon have a new
computer Iab with 8
the kinds of hard- -
wire and soltware §
that  produced
Jurassic Park,
E;‘lft'gf, and other
such special-clfecls
spectaculars. All
our classes are con-
nected to the Tnternet. In addition,
Shaw Cable and Silicon Graphics
have developed a partmership with
us that will provide Thomson stu-
dents with the highest speed cable
currently available.

Rumour has it that all the Science
labs will be undergoing major
renovations. More high-tech inno-

vations will be findimg their way
into those courses and programs.
And the Science Department has
s been e oontedd FeCi=acinl i
significant donation of unused
glassware from a Thomson
alumnus. Beakers, flasks, pipettes,
burettes, condensors, graduated
cylinders, and other similar items
were pathering dost on a ware-
house shelf. Now they will help
Thomson students conduct experi-
ments with specialized equipment
that has long been unavailable
Many thanks to Allan Donnelly tor
remembering his old school! In
these days of financial cut-backs,
we would be glad 1o hear from
other alumni who might be able o
offer similar timely assistance.

Kobert Casha, Aldo Gare, Sue Rowean, Dave L, Tom | leaishiy,
Donna Moore, and Rhonda Herbert admire new glassiwane

Finally, Room 250 has been refit-
led with refurbished 1856 COmpILl-
ers donated from business and in-
dustry, another gift that has signifi-
cantly improved the learning op-
portunitics of our students,

With a little help from a lot of
friends, Thomson is keeping up
with the changing times.
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Profiles

Although Marshall Bruce Evoy’s first preference was always 1o be a professional actor, he headed Thomson®s English
Department in our first year, returned to Malvern C.1., and was enticed back from 1962 to 1967, again as Head of English. S50
many staff came from Malvern originally that our school was jocularly known as David and Malvern Thomson Collegiate,

From his years at Thomson, Mr Evoy is proudest of his staging of Bomeo and Juliet. The student players “lived in g fantasy
for four months”. The production (1965) lasted four hours and boasted a cast of 65. Members of the school gymnastic team
played citizens of Verona while football team members were cast as gruands. Mr Evoy taught fencing at 8200 a.m. and usaed
his one “spare” a day to voice-coach the principal actors. Final rehearsals concentrated only on students in the crowd scenes
After the play closed, a special performance was held which was photographed scene by scene for the Board of Education.
{Mr. Evoy owns one capy of the plotographs: Thomson archives possesses the other altwm. -Ed)

In 195960 Mi. Evoy taught o Grade Nine classes. e challenged thems Ay
M one who finishes Grade X comes to a party al my house,” Sixty students cane
M for dinner five years later...then chose to walk barefool down Yonge 5t

He is very prowd to have worked under |, Ross Stevenson, the school’s Hirst prin
W ipal, who supported him through “difficoll imes®, even when M Beoy was fua-
- A8 tured in the Toronto Star and on national T.V. denouncing the “dumbing down” of
W the hish school system. Other stafT nuembers he recalls fondly include Stan Farrow
{Latin), Joanne MeMinn (Germuan), Ken Weber (English), Harvey Bride (French),
Peter Sidorchuk (I'hysies), and Pat Fleek (Chemistry)

Of his students at Thomson, he especially remembers Trudy Cameron, his “Juliel”,
who, after graduating from the National Theatre School, became a professional
actor in Western Canada; Linda Offenburger, now an English teacher in Germany,
and Barry Robinson, whom he dubbed “the boy with the beaming face”.

After resigning in 1967, Mr. Evoy obtained an M. A, in World Drama from the u
of T.; while working as a PhD candidate there, he laughta summer semester s
third-year English majors at UW.O. in London. His thesis advisor in Toronto was Robertson Davies. Me. Evoy considered
him “witty and charismatic” and added 1 couldn’t wait to get to his class.”

He then went into the private sector and worked successively as a publicist representing actors and other professionals,
and then for eleven years at the CTV network “behind the scenes”. Among other duties there, he oversaw commercials
(scripts and videos) checking for violations of the broadcast code: for le:nu\l:-h_", atthat time "u:l'l-r'n.\itii-.tliml" could not be vsaed;
thus, “irregularity” got a lot of air time. He also worked as an actor in T.V. (inclucing “Degrassi High™ and “The Judge™),
radio, movies, and corporate videos.

After “retirement”, Mr. Evoy taught English privately, and is still a part-time instructor at Sencea Callege, having designed
and taught there a two-semester course in public speaking. He hasalso conducted presentations on the same topic to groups
across Canada and the US., and as far afield as Athens, Rome, and Swaziiand. He currently has an agent who books him
into board rooms and hotels for public speaking seminars, and he acts as a communications consuliant (advising execulives
on proper and effective English) for H. J. Heinz and Pillsbury. In his 75th year, he loathes the phrase "senior citizen” (7 After
all,” he says, “we don’t have ‘junior citizens’!”), preferring “retiree” or “pensioner”,

One of his students, a fourth-year engineer, once told him, “Sir, you're interesting!”. Mr. Evoy's reply: “Lagree.” So dowe,
Mr. Evoy, so do we!

Prusunad dfirecton, Me Evoy, with Duncan
Millar {Romeo) and Trody Cameron (Judiet)

Susan Cook, a 1973 classmate wrote us,* Wouldn't ithe fun to hear about Mikie HiL? Lle was
a foutball team member and class clown, but now he's over forty and involved in education at
Georgian College in Barrie.” 18 he ever! He is Academic Dircctor, External Relations Automao-
tive Marketing, Computer Programmer and Advertising Programs, and Director of the Cana.
dian Automuotive Institute, the only program of its kind in Canada.

CAl offers a three-ycar diploma program in Business Administration/Automotive Market-
ing for those aspiring to a career in dealership management. Begun in 1983, the program this
year has 330 English and 85 French students combining classioom amd corop clements. The
placement rate for graduates has Been T00%, with about half going into direct enaploymenl,
and half moving into Business Administration degree courses at University of Windsor ur
Morthwest University in Michigan, Texas, or Florida.

Alter ten years asa regional supervisor and district managee with Dylex Corporation, Mike was famil-
iar with the Georgian College programs, and, although he does not protess W be an automotive expert,
was very excited to move intoa teaching and leadership role in this new venture. He was the subject of
a full-page Personal Profile in the November 14 issue of “The Steering Column”, published in The
Globe'and Mail .

Married with a two-year old child, he is one of many mini-van aoicionados {a Dodge Caravan). He
also owns a 1989 Volkswagen Jetta. But, if he had a blank cheque, he would buy a Lexwus LS 400, both
because of the car ftself, and because of customer treatment, the kind of treatment he hopes future
customers will get from all his graduates!
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Fhose who knew Melissa Thomsen at 'Thomson in the early 1980 might be surprised 1o bam
that shwe has found her L.I|:|I|':1_[ TR FE TS T .-"nll]'n.ll.lﬁh she was active thrln;.; her B -apee Vesdrs W izhi
lead roles in many comnvanity theatne |.'|rl-'l|.|.|.h tions, including The Mosic Man, Apoie, e YWie
Fipian's Raipbow, and Anything CGuoes, as a student at the Koyval Conservatory of Music, anmd as a
member of the Scarborough Schools Youth Choir, Melissa never appeared on stage at Thomsaon!
{Prabably because Mr Treleavan and Mr Duggan were a tough crowd!) But now, just sver ben
years later, Melissa appears on stage eight times a week as "Beile™ i Disney's Pesauby apd 1
Beast playing at the Princess of Wales Theatre in loronto

Adfter leaving Thomson m 1985 (and finishing up a semester at Churchill CL), Melissa follinved
her family’s passion by pursaing a degres in politics ot York Dnsversity's Glendon College. until o
friend sugpested that she audition for Lis Misersbles at the Boyal Alexandra Theatre in lononto
That fateful call led to her professional debut in 194 as the "Eponine/Cossette” understudy and ensemble member
Toronto and on the Canadian tour, Then, from 1992 to 1995, Meblssa appesared i the lead mole of “Elen™ a0 the orginal
Canadian productson of Miss Sajpon at e Princess of Wales Theatre.

In addition, Melissa has performed in a varety of community and charity events and concerts both
in Canada and abroad, and she has made several lelevision appearances. She can also be heard on the
||.'1'|.||'..i|:|'|5_;_ “Sodees ol |5|.l.'||.1'|.'|.‘.l'_.‘ "l | l‘_“.!! Y FIGHTS AldlYs

Melissa has many fend memories of the friendships she made at Thomson with buth students and
teashers feven Mr Teodeavan!). However, she remembers notably the lerror of being caught by English
leacher Ms.TIalstead ps she was defacing a locker (7] was just leaving a note for a friead,” she clams]]
Howeves, luckily, Ms. Halstead was more troubled by the fact that Melissa bad nesspelled aoword
than she was by the delinquent behaviour, ("1've never spelled 'writing” with two Us since that day! ')

In her spare time Melissa is renovaling her house i the Beach area of Toronto, Melissa notes, “Can
anvone recomumend a good plumber?”

When Ed Moran meets students be taught inthe late 1960 and varby T b agescs
him that these teenagers are now in their forties with families of ther own, "t g
times at Thomson C.1 feel asif they were vesterday.

“In 1975, | left Thomson ko become a Vice-Principal al RULKing CL {my old alo
mater). In 1980 | moved to Cedarbrae as Vice-1'n
Principal of Birchnwwnt Mark C

“Birchmount had a significant impact on my carcer, i that | bevame onoolved o
adult education there. The returnof adults to school to get a diploma and Sor foifue
training emerged as an important area of growth, To serve the adult students bete
the Scarborough Centee for Adult Studies (SCAS) opened in September, 1986, A 100
cipal, I saw the program quadruple in five years. This rapid growth resulted e the
Scarborough Board of Education opening a new building for adults on the Proggies:
Campus of Centennial College (Markham R, at the 300 ) s 19000 1 dom s i 4oy
eleventh year as 'nncipal of SCAS!

“My 3l-year leaching career parallels my life outside school. 1am fortusate fo b e
been married (o Dianne for those same 31 vears. We have two boys aged 24 and 2o
Some day they will tinish schoaol! I contimue o meet old Thomsonites at gy favourite

pral, anmd in 1982 was prosictod o

pastime, buving antiques at auction lalls, TFyou recognize me. don’t Desibale s

forn devidisly Eacial

Ed hloran prvpands
from somce SCAS students

hellin,”

Fhonk you to Fenno van Zwanenburg, Kelly Anie Thomson, and Glenis (Deluca) Binmiett for their assistoine i
preparing these profiles.

GEORGE HAAG RETIRES

George Haag retired ol the eod of February. known
tomost alumni as the Geography teacher with the loud
vore (Did you earn his special epithet: a menial
ot 73, he cosched athiletios (loothallj amd academ-
ics (Geopardy), as well as providiog leadership al
Kearney, Searborough’s residential outdoor education
centre in the Haliburton highlands. He was equally
active in the social life of the staff, who insist they are
stil poing to hold their spring golf barbeques on the
Haags' lovely country property near L'F?"l"rt‘{HL" We Diane and George Haag share the seal of hunour at his
wit v him well! relirement reception
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