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Happy Annlversary'

‘uia:-,* 1, 1999 daa.-. ned brightg

anniv Erfsﬂr}' ce[ehralmn 5tu~
dents and staff had spent the
previous days and weeks

readying the school for the on- [

welcome window painted by

the students (see right). The

weather was so balmy that reg-
istration, handled by present- §
day prefects,
doors in front of that message.

Indoors, rooms had been set
aside for grads to meet old(!)

classmates: the original (girls’) |5

gym for the 1960s, Iiw newer

'90s. The Music Room {133)

was open for former partici-
pants, the SAC sold refresh-
ments in the SAC Room, and
there was a mulb-media slide
show in the Library Resource
Centre. Often, however, alumni
had difficulty getting past the
continuous reunions in the fromt
hall.

Official ceremonies took place
in the Stan Farrow Auditorium,
with an upbeat mood provided
by the Thomson Stage Band.
Local television celebrity, and

took place out-§

Thomson Alumna, Jennifer
Peck ('86), sang “O Canada”, as
she often does during Blue Jays
games. The prefects presented
a skit of Thomson across the
decades, and the Dance Club

also entertained. There were
greetings from principal Donna
Benson, trustee Jeff Kendall
and superintendent Ruth
(Hollands) Spearing, (who is
also a Thomson grad), and
reminiscences by  Jean
(Hollands) Turton and Bob

8 first graduatmg Ll:'i‘_-.-‘:-, and
both former Thomson teach-

& ers. Tom Adams’ ever-popu-

lar slide show and a lusty ren-

#8] dition of the School Song com-

Souvenirs were for sale in the

o front hall. T-shirts and golf

= shirts sold out, but, for those
| who could-not attend, there

B are a few mugs and mouse

pads still available. You will

& need to drop by the school (or

send a friend /relative) to pur-

= chase one, as long as supplies

last. Mugs are 55.00, with a red
2 imprint of the Thomson crest
gl surmounted by “40th anniver-
sary” and 'submounted’ by
“1959-1999", I‘.qusepadb'- have
1 a photo of Thomson to-day
with the Thomson crest and
the original school facade as in-
serts.

Preceding the afternoon reun-
ion, close to a hundred present
and former Thomson staff gath-
ered for a buffet luncheen in the
cafeteria, to renew acquaint-
ances. And, -of course, we
haven't even mentipned the Pub
Night and the Dinner-Dance -
more news inside!

Congratulations to the organ-
izing committee on a great suc-
cess! Mow on to the 50th!!
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School-Alumni Partnerships
( Remarks given by principal Donna Benson at the 40th Anniversary
Official Ceremonies)

For 40 years, Thomson has
been meeting the needs of the
community, providing a well-
rounded education for its stu-
dents. Supported by a dedicated
group of teachers and adminis-
trators, its reputation as a good
school 5 well known.

You, the alumni of Bavid and
Mary Thomson Collegiate, are a
fitting tribute to the school and
to everyone connected with it.
Your successes are a reflection of
the importance of maintaining
a culture dedicated to its stu-
dents and its community. The
fact that so many of you are
present today to remember the
time you spent here makesusall
proud. You have heard in the
media during the pastweek that
aneighbouring school, Midland
Ave. Collegiate, will in all like-
lihood close its doors in June,
2000. Those of us here at
Thomson are still concerned be-
cause we are at only 50% capac-
ity. Many of you remember the
days when the student popula-
tion was around 2500.

I hope that during the coming
vears vou will continue to give
us your support. Alumni can
play a vital role in the life of the
school in many ways. Your ac-
tive participation on the
Thomson Alumni committee or
the school advisory council,
where vou can lend your exper-
tise and guidance, would be ap-
preciated. Donations of equip-
ment, scholarships, and the like
would be wonderful and of
great benelit to current
Thomson students. Many
alumni such as Tom Hayes, who
is currently with CFTO news,

have come back to talk to our
students. Don Mover, a former
Science head and vice-principal,
the family of ]. Ross Stevenson,
our first principal, and alumnus

Donna Benson introduces Edith
Stevenson. widow of our first
prncipal, at the Staff Luncheon

Bill Stratas have all donated
scholarships. Room 112 can now
be used as a viable performing
arts area, and there is a new rug
in the drama room thanks to cor-
porate sponsorships. There are
many different wavs in which
you can help.

In closing, I would like to thank
all the members of the anniver-
sary planning committee, espe-
cially co-chairs Mark Kaminski
and Stan Farrow, and our sec-
retarial and accounting genius,
Jenny Papulkas, for their yeo-
man service. Enjoy your day.
And I look forward to seeing all
of you at the 50th.

Embers Parties
(Bob Doi reports on the evening
festivities from the Anniversany.)

The evening of May 1 saw 230
Thomson alumni partving the
night away at the Dinner-
Dance, held at the Embers Ban=
quet Hall. The largest turnout
came from the '70s, mirroring
the afternoon response at the
school. After a delicious roast
turkey dinner and some fantas-
ticdoor prizes (kind alumnido-
nors), grads snapped up some
of the remaining souvenirs from

_the afternoon and danced to
music from the '60s on up. (Em-
bers D.]. Denise Tripp is a
Thomsonite from the "70s!) A
good time was had by all.

The only down side was that
the Embers ran out of some of
the more popular beverages,
but that was probably due to the
huge success of Friday eve-
nings's Pub Night, a new addi-
tion to prnceedi.ngﬁ this year.
Thanks to strong door sales,
there were over 200 in attend-
ance, ignoring the musical invi-
tation to dance, and talking up
a storm of reminiscences. Kudos
to the Embers staff and to the
Thomson Alumni planning
committee for two memorable
evenings. Everyone is looking
forward to repeating these suc-
cesses al the 30th!

Stan Farrow, Tim Luet ("80). and
Janet Evans ("67) draw a door prize
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|_A FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY PHOTO ALBUM

F]'_!.ﬂ[ﬂﬁ by Tom Adams, B;Jh Dai, Janet Evans, and Tim Luet

More "60s merriment: Maureen
{0 Rourke) Riddell, Betty (Tulk) Roy,
and Heather Jarvis

Souvenir sales

705 grads check out mementos and
reminisce (right, and above right)
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